Listing of Claims; 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for providing an individual devic e cod e for an 
e lectronic d e vic e , which is requir e d for at l e ast a first commissioning of th e d e vic e , wh e reby the 
d e vice is inop e rabl e without the individual devic e cod e of th e d e vic e preventing unauthorized 
use of an electronic device , the method comprising the steps of: 

electronically storing a device number and an appropriate device code in a 
database , wherein the appropriate device code is required to operate the device, at 
least for the first commissioning of the device : 

rendering the device to be inoperable until it receives the appropriate 
device code: 

delivering the device to a further processing site; and 
enabling electronically reading out from the database the s tor e d 
appropriate device code stored in conjunction with the device number from th e 
databas e for at l e ast th e first commissioning of th e device only when a selected 
code number is provided in conjunction with the device numbe r, whereby the 
appropriate device code read out from the database is usable to operate the device 
for at least the first commissioning of the device . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1, wherein the appropriate 
device code is stored in the device is stor e d in an unchangeable memory area that cannot be read 
by outsiders. 
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3. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 1, wherein the code number is 
an invoice number of a retailer. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 1 5 wherein the device code is 
stored in the database in conjunction with an appropriate device number from a manufacturer of 
the device. 
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